Top 8 mistakes Hungarians make in English

I. Singular / Plural

II. Subject + Verb

III. Commas

IV. Dates

V. Capitals 

VI. Writing numbers

VII. Saying numbers

VIII. Enough

Sometimes Hungarians make mistakes in English because they are thinking in terms of Hungarian grammar and haven’t learned how to think in English yet. Here are some common mistakes. 

I. Mixing up singular and plural
In English, if one thing is plural then everything in the sentence should be plural. 
Examples: harom diak van = there are three students
II. Every sentence needs a verb
In Hungarian you sometimes don’t use a verb in the third person singular, especially if you are describing someone. However, in English you must always include a verb in the normal Subject + Verb order.
Example: okos = she is clever
III. Commas
English does not use as many commas as Hungarian, and using them in the wrong place might change the meaning of the sentence completely. 
In Relative Clauses they are used to show information which is extra and may not be important – you can test it by deleting the words between the commas and seeing if the sentence still means the same.
Examples: 
the man, who is 25 years old, ran away = there is one man and he ran away
the man who is 25 years old ran away = only the 25-year-old man ran away  
  

IV. How to write the date
Formal British English: Monday 29 November 2004
Informal British English: Monday 29th November 2004
British English numerical date: 29/11/04

Formal American English: Monday, November 29, 2004
Informal American English: Monday, November 29th, 2004
American English numerical date: 11/29/04

Take care - no dots after numbers and capital letters for day and month! 

V. Capitalisation
English uses capital letters for days, months, countries and nationalities.
Examples: Monday, November, Hungary, the Hungarian people
VI. Writing numbers
With English numbers the commas and full stops are used in exactly the opposite way to how they are used in Hungarian – easy to remember.
Example: HUF 23.435.658,54 - £23,435,658.24
VII. Saying numbers
108 = One hundred and eight
5,052 = Five thousand and fifty-two
3,731 = Three thousand, seven hundred and thirty-one 
£23,435,658.24 = Twenty-three million, four hundred and thirty five thousand, six hundred and fifty-eight pounds and twenty-four pence

Note: American English does not use the ‘and’ for saying numbers.
VIII. Enough!
English is sometimes the same as Hungarian and sometimes not…
Examples: 
a) there is enough time; I don’t have enough money (before the noun, like Hungarian)
b) he is strong enough; she did not do it quickly enough (after the adjective or adverb)

