Exam tips

Oral

· Go to the toilet first! 
· Look in the mirror, smile and laugh
· Say: ’What am I doing here?’ Ha ha ha!
· Say a trigger word a few times
· Open your mouth was wide as you can a few times
· Relax your facial muscles
· Exit with a smile

· Every answer should:
· Answer the question!

· Contain at least two sentences 

· Be complete (don’t leave anything obvious out)

· Bullshit is good for you!
· To make your answers more interesting, you can tell a few lies 
· But:
· Answer the question first, then bullshit
· Do not forget your bullshit – the examiner might ask further questions… 

· If you cannot answer the question fully:
· Start with a good excuse (’I’m not very interested in politics, but my father is and he said…’, ’I only use public transport occasionally, but my friends tell me…’, etc)

· Preparation time:
· Use it well! 
· Do not waste time with negative thoughts
· Only write down or memorise key words and ideas – not whole sentences
· Your notes are a trigger for you to remember what you planned to say
· Look at the topic and break it down into areas 
· Facts
· My opinion
· The  future
· Changes 
· Personal experience
· etc

· Presentations:
· How long do you have to speak for? 
· Use all the time you have
· Finish what you want to say in the time
· Make sure you answer all questions and include all points required
· Do not finish too early – add some bullshit if you have to
· Either:
· Answer all the questions or points fully then bullshit
· Or bullshit a little for each point (but be careful about time…)
· Use the trigger words from your preparation time to keep you on track
· 4 triggers for a 2 minute presentation = 30 seconds each
· 6 triggers for a 3 minute presentation = 30 seconds each
But remember – smile!

Writing, Reading and Listening

· Skim and scan
· When you start the exams, 

· skim the questions so you know what you need to find

· noun, adjective, date, place, etc

· skim read the text

· general meaning – what is it about?

· do not underline key words

· read the first sentence of each paragraph

· look for capital letters and numbers

· look for linking words

· scan the text for the key words in the questions


· Yes, No, No, No – the art of Multiple Choice
· For every correct answer there will be 3 wrong answers!
· Cross off all the wrong answers one by one by finding the reason why they are wrong
· Do not choose an answer just because it contains synonyms
· Do not choose an answer just because it is true
· If two answers are true, choose the more complete one


· Making notes
· It is good to make notes during the listening and writing 
· Ask the examiner for some blank paper (if you have not already been given some) 
· Only key words and ideas


· Order
· Answers are usually given in the same order as the questions  
· Unless it is a table
· If you cannot answer, move on when you hear the next question’s topic
· Listen or look for linking words
· Change of speaker usually means change of question
· Especially in interviews and conversations


· Don’t worry!!!
· Difficult words and phrases in the question or text 
· They will be repeated 
· Do not spend ages trying to work out what they mean
· Do not underline them when you skim read

· Synonyms
· Most answers are just synonyms for words in the questions
· Different grammar is sometimes used to say the same thing 

· Time
· The exam paper tells you how much time you have for each section 
· Keep this in mind
· Do not run out of time
· Move on to the next section if you pass the time limit
· You can come back at the end to finish
· The difficult questions always come last
· they are the best to miss them out
· do not waste too much time on them
· Make sure you have answered all questions
· Guess at the end – it is better than a blank space
