Conjunctions and Linking Words 


Coordinators  

Coordinators (and, but, so, or, nor, for*, yet*) connect elements of equal importance. 

	S + V , but S + V 

S + V and V 

S or S + V 

N and N 

Adj. and Adj. 

Phrase and Phrase 

Can be used in a series: A, B, C, or D
	(A comma is normally used.) 

(No comma is necessary.) 


Examples: 

	He drinks coffee, but she drinks tea.
	(S + V , coordinator S +V)


Gary lives in Ohio, and Deana lives in Michigan. 
She loves to dance, so she bought a studio. 
You could buy a car, or you could put the money in the bank. 

When there is a new subject and verb, a comma is used before (not after) the coordinator. 

I hate to sing but, I love to dance. (Incorrect) 
I hate to sing, but I love to dance. (Correct) 

	John and George both play football.
Paul listens to music and reads books.
John, Paul, George, and Harry are classmates.
	(two subjects)
(two verbs) 
(series) 


*For is also commonly used as a preposition. Yet can sometimes be used as an adverb.

Sentence Connectors 

Sentence Connectors connect paragraphs or show relationship between very
different ideas. 

	S + V . However, S + V 
	(however, therefore, thus, moreover,

	
	nevertheless, first*, then*, next*, still*

	S + V ; however, S + V 
	besides, consequently, furthermore)



Prepositions 

Prepositions show relationship among elements of a sentence.
They are followed by noun phrases only and cannot take on a S + V. 

	S + V (prep. phrase) 
	(during, after*, before*, in, on, at

	
	despite, in spite of, for*, since*, by

	(Prep. phrase), S + V 
	like, except, but*, about, to*, from

	
	between [A and B], among, with

	(Prep. phrase) V + S (unusual) 
	within, without, beside, near, next to)


* These words have more than one function. 

Subordinators 

Subordinators connect elements of unequal importance. One clause is not as 
strong as the other. 

	S + V although S + V 
	(although, even though, because, since*,

	
	when, while, before*, after*, whenever,

	
	wherever*, if, unless, whether…[or not]

	
	as, as [adjective] as, so that, whereas

	
	anywhere*, anytime*)

	Although S + V , S + V 
	


The most common subordinators are: 

	although, even though,
because, since*, so that,
when, while, before*, after*, whenever,
wherever, anywhere,
if, unless, whether…[or not]
as, as [adjective] as,
whereas
	(to show slight contrast)
(to give reasons)
(to indicate time relationships)
(to indicate place)
(to indicate conditions)
(to give comparisons)
(to show major contrast)


*These words can also be used as prepositions. 

Subordinators have an interesting effect on words in a sentence. A clause (S +V) without a subordinator can stand alone as a complete statement. 

	I went to the store yesterday. 
	(Complete statement)


However, when a subordinator is added, the statement seems incomplete. 

	When I went to the store yesterday, . . .
	(Well, what happened?)


The subordinating clause becomes dependent on something else to complete its meaning: 

	When I went to the store yesterday, I saw an old friend.
	(Idea is complete)


Subordinating or “dependent” clauses can occur at the beginning or end of a sentence. When used at the beginning of a sentence, a comma is necessary after the clause itself. 

S + V although S + V 

Although S + V , S + V 

In English, the subordinator always comes before the subject and verb in a clause. 

	I went to the grocery store after, I stopped at the bank. 

After I went to the grocery store, I stopped at the bank.
	(Incorrect) 

(Correct)


Subordinators and coordinators should not be used in the same sentence to introduce clauses. Choose one or the other, but do not use both together. 

	Although Nina won the prize, but she was not happy.
Although Nina won the prize, she was not happy.
Nina won the prize, but she was not happy.
	(Wrong)
(Correct)
(Also correct)


Commonly Used Connecting Words and Phrases


* To show similarity:

similarly, likewise, in a similar manner, like, in the same way, analogously 

* To compare or show contrast:

however, nevertheless, rather, whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, on the contrary, by comparison, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, although, conversely, but, meanwhile, in contrast, after all, otherwise, alternatively.

* To express an alternative:

or, either . . . or, whether . . . or

* To express concession:

granted, naturally, of course, one may object that . . .

* To introduce a new point:

furthermore, moreover, in addition

* To place what you have just said in a particular context:

in this connection, in this perspective

* To add something:

and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, next, what is more, moreover, as well as, in addition, first (second, etc.), not only . . . but

* To prove your point:

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, indeed, in fact, in any case, that is, demonstrably.

* To show cause and effect:

as a result, consequently, hence, due to, in view of, on account of, accordingly, for this reason, therefore.

* To give an example or an illustration:

for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, take the case of, to illustrate, as an illustration, to take another example, namely, that is, as shown by, as illustrated by, as expressed by.

* To repeat, insist and/or refer back to an earlier point:

as I have said, in brief, as I have noted, as suggested above, as has been noted 

* To emphasize:

definitely, extremely, indeed, absolutely, positively, obviously, naturally, always, never, surprisingly, emphatically, without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation, perenially, forever.

* To conclude a paragraph or an essay:

thus, lastly, in brief, in short, on the whole, to sum up, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have said

